The great auricular nerve: a case report and review of anatomy.
This report reviews the pertinent anatomy of the great auricular nerve. The clinical significance of this nerve is apparent in some patients undergoing lower third molar surgery under local anaesthesia. The great auricular nerve arises from the cervical plexus and overlaps territory from the trigeminal nerve supplying sensory innervation to the angle of the mandible. In certain instances, a separate infiltration may be needed to achieve total analgesia of the region.